	LESSON PLAN



	
DATE: Friday February 27th
	
CLASS/GRADE/SUBECT: Science grade ½ 

	
TITLE: Animal features/adaptations to environment 
	
TIME: 1:00 – 1:30pm

	
	



	BIG IDEAS:

Living things have features and behaviors that help them survive in their environment:
· How do plants and animals adapt when their basic needs are not being met?
· What physical adaptations does the animal have to live in this environment? 


	LEARNING STANDARDS:

CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES
· Questioning and predicting – what adaptations do we see in our local environment? 
CONTENT
· Adaptations of animals in the local environment. 
· Physical adaptations of animals in local environments 



	ACCOMMODATIONS:
· Reading together as group 
· Giving the students a physical copy to go with the one on the board 
· The activity is short and has one critical thinking question: “Is there a part of this animal’s body that helps them in their environment?” 

	MATERIALS:

· Printed stories so the students can follow along 
· PowerPoint slides




WARMUP: 5 minutes 
	STUDENTS WILL:
· Come to the carpet to do their warmup body movement 
· If they don’t, I will go around and ask them to come up individually and do my best to get everyone together  




DIRECT INSTRUCTION: 
	I DO:

Do over classroom management and behaviour expectations

Explain the point of the lesson
· Today we’re going to talk about animals. Are animals living or nonliving things? Why? – ask more than one kid
· We’re going to read about how animals adapt and have features to help them live in certain environments.
· Animals adapt to live in these environments because they have the things they need to live – water, food, shelter, and a safe place to make babies. 

Read the story about the deer 
· Ask the class questions – where do you guys normally see deer? 
· Explain that you see here around town because there’s so much forest around town and that’s where they live. 
· “What are some parts of the deers body that help them live in the forest?”
· “Why is a forest a good home for a deer?”

Read the story about the frog
· “Where in Quesnel have you guys seen frogs?” – explain that frogs can live near most wet places or places with water, but ponds are the most common
· “What kind of skin do frogs have?” “Why would having damp skin be so important?” 
· “What do frogs have that help them swim so well?” 
· Talk about how frogs are a living thing which means they make babies and they need a pond to do that because they lay their eggs under water. 
· “So why is the pond a good home for a frog?”

Ask some interrelated questions 
· “So can a frog and a deer live in the same place?”  Yes, no, kind of 
· Guide them towards how animals have different bodies, and these bodies are shaped by their environment or where they live.
· “Animals don’t just live anywhere, they live in places that  help them survive.”

Activity 
· Quick stretch – reach for the sky, reach for the ground, stand up, twist one way, twist the other, sit back down. 
· Students come up one at a time – use popsicle sticks – to pick an animal and drag it over to the habitat they think it lives in. 
· The student needs to tell us one thing about the animal that helps it live in the environment – fur color, skin needs water, temperature (cold, wet, hot), etc.
	STUDENTS WILL:

· Follow along with the story
· Answer the questions when I call on them for having their hands up
· Listen & follow behavior expectations

Activity 
· Students will sit and wait for their turn to come up and pick an animal  
· Note – remind them “are we going to get upset if someone picks the animal we wanted? No we shake it off and pick a different one when it’s our turn.”
· Student will drag the animal over to the habitat and tell us one thing about the animal that helps it live there 

Animals 
· Brown owl – brown feathers help with camouflage and hunting, night vision
· Salamander/lizard – needs water to keep its skin damp
· Duck – webbed feet for swimming
· Brown bear – big paws to forage and dig for food, hibernate in the forest
· Seal – thick blubber/skin, flippers to swim
· Frog – webbed toes to swim, lays its eggs in water, needs to keep their skin damp
· Penguin – waterproof feathers to help them stay warm and swim, paddle like flippers
· Deer – brown color fur to blend into the forest, antlers to keep other animals away
· Fox – camouflage colors, bushy tail to help with balance, very fast to run through the forest. 
· Snowy owl – dense feathers to stay warm, night vision, feet and leg feathers to protect from the cold. 
· Beaver – big tail for swimming, needs water to build its dam 
· Squirrel – bushy tail used for loads of movement and survival needs, big teeth for gnawing open food. 
· Polar bear – white fur for warmth and camouflage, good swimmers. 





	ASSESSMENT:

Formative assessment through the students input during discussion and comprehension during the matching activity at the end. 



	CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT:

· Staying at the carpet during the lesson
· Following along in the reading
· Using materials as tools not as toys
· Raising our hand to speak – if we call out, the person next to us will not have a chance to use their brains 



	REFLECTION:

· Overall, the lesson felt really good, I could tell the students for the most part understood what I was saying to them 
· The students learnt or left with the understanding that animals have different features or adaptations to live in different places 
· The one thing I would work on here is the reading. Next time. I will “I do, you do, we do.” And be clearer with them that I want to have them read along with me.
· Here too my CT mentioned asking if anyone wants to read it aloud which would work great to let them volunteer to do it. 
· I also could’ve pointed out some different words for them to say, sound out, especially if I thought/knew they were new to them 





